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Sir: 

Prior to initial examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE ABSTRACT : 

Please replace the original Abstract with the substitute Abstract attached hereto on a 
separate page. 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

Page 1, lines 14-20, delete current paragraph and insert therefor: 


In hydrotalcite-like anionic clays the brucite-like main layers are built up of octahedral 
alternating with interlayers in which water molecules and anions, more particularly carbonate 
ions, are distributed. The interlayers may contain anions such as NO3", OH, CI", Br", I", SO4 \ 
Si0 3 2 ', Cr0 4 2 \ BO3 2 ", Mn0 4 ", HGa0 3 2 ', HV0 4 2 ", C10 4 \ BO3 2 ', pillaring anions such as 


